





hav- tF tinformat‘-1, or other required information, you can file
a ...otion with the court asking for the plaintiff to clarify. A
motion is a request for the court to do something. This is done by
putting your request in writing and sending it to the court and to
the plaintiff.

Once you have been served with the citation, you have 14 days to
file an answer, which is your response to your lawsuit. You must
give your answer to the court and also send it to the plaintiff.
After you answer, the court will set your case either for trial, or
for a pre-trial hearing. At a pre-trial hearing, you can discuss any
issues such as the need for an interpreter, or for the court to
subpoena a witness (orc¢ r them to come to trial to testify).

IMPORTANT - If you do not file an answer, legally you are
admitting the plaintiff’s claim, and the court may issue a default
judgment against you, without any further notice given to you.
This means you will owe the plaintiff money, without having had
your day in court. Be sure to file an answer before the deadline!

How Do | File an Answer?

Your answer doesn’t have to be anything fancy. It simply needs
to be in writing, and you must send it to the court and to the
plaintiff. You don’t have to get specific as to the reasons you think
you don’t owe the plaintiff money. You can say something like “I
deny the claim and want to s 2 proof at trial.” Or , 1 just “I
don’t owe the plaintiff anything.”

You can also file an answer saying that you owe the plaintiff some
of the money they are asking for, but not all of it, or even an
answer agreeing that you owe the plaintiff the money. If you
agree you owe the plaintiff all of what they are asking for, they







straightforward, allowing peopl to seek justice without needing
to hire a lawyer.

If you do not have a lawyer, the judge may allow you to be
assisted in court by a family member or other person who is not
being paid to assist you. This person can help you understand the
proceedings and advise you, though that person cannot speak for
you in court.

The court is required to make the Rules of Civil Procedure
available to you at no cost. Rule 508 is the rule that specifically
applies to debt claim cases. Also, Rules 500-507 provide
information on the basic process in justice court.

The court is not allowed to give you advice on whether you will
win a case or not, what to say in court, or what steps you should
take to win your case or avoid paying a judgment.

Questions the court can answer for you are questions like “What
do | need to do to have a jury trial?” or “How many days do | have
to file an appeal?”

Questions the court cannot answer for you are questions like
“Should | just pay this instead of going to court?” or “Is it a good
idea to get a jury for this case?” or “Am | going to win?”

If, after reviewing these materials and the rules for debt claim
cases, you still are not sure what to do, it may be best to consult
an attorney.

What if | Want to Move the Case?

Debt claim cases are filed in a justice court and the case will be
heard in front of the justice of the peace. The plaintiff can
technically file the debt claim case in any justice court in Texas,

























